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Dr. Elizabeth M. Mears, Artistic Director

Dr. Elizabeth M. Mears received her Bachelor of Music Educa-
tion degree from Furman University. She also holds a Master of
Music Education and a Doctorate of Musical Arts in Choral Con-
ducting from the University of South Carolina.

A Columbia native, Dr. Mears has participated in many aspects
of the musical life of the city. She has been featured as a vocal
performer, and is also known as a teacher, an adjudicator, and a
clinician. She has served as Director of Music at Forest Lake

Presbyterian Church for over 20 years. In 2023, she joined the

Board of the SC Chapter of the American Choral Directors’ Association as their new Commu-
nity Choirs Chair.

An educator since 1983, Dr. Mears has worked with choirs of all ages. Currently, she is the
Choral Director at Richland Northeast High School where she oversees the vocal magnet pro-
gram for the Palmetto Center for the Arts. Dr. Mears is the Fine Arts Department Director at
Richland Northeast, and she also serves as the Secondary Choral Chairperson for Richland

District Two.

Allison Hilbish, Accompanist

Having grown up in Columbia, Allison has spent her life at
the heart of its local musical scene. She received her Bache-
lor and Master of Music degrees from the University of
South Carolina after obtaining an Associate of Arts Degree
from Anderson Junior College. Allison is very passionate
about the art of accompanying, has been the pianist for
many choral groups in the area, and is currently the pianist

for the Columbia Choral Society and the Palmetto Master-
() fg singers. She was the staff accompanist at Columbia College

for over 10 years and is currently the pianist for Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church and a
staff accompanist at Newberry College.



2023 - 2024 Program Sponsors

The Columbia Choral Society gratefully acknowledges the support of the following

individuals, corporations and foundations:

Fortissimo Arts Partner

BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina
Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation

Shakespeare Company, LLC

Conductor's Circle
Vince and Pamela G. Bond
Mark and Nancy Buchan
Melinda D. Crenshaw
Pete and Catherine Gram
Audrey Korsgaard and John Quirk
Dr. David Lowry
Jack and DoraAnn McKenzie
Richard M. Schulz and Marcia A. Coster-Schulz
David and Alexandria Skinner
James E. Thompson

Diane D. Westmoreland

Choral Sponsor

Regina Clark
Ellen Russell Design
Charles and Lee Huff
John Magill
Bob and Sally McKenzie
Elizabeth M. Mears
Brian Smith

Ms. Gwendolyn Thurmond

Sustaining Member

Patricia D. Blackwell
Jonathan Bock
Susan Jennings
James M. and Shirley G. Knight
Martha K. McConnell
Ryan E. and Anita V. Poole
Chuck and Jeanie Roundy
Linda Salane
Jeanne and Johnny Smith
Mike and Peg Taylor
The Thompson/Koehler Family



2023 - 2024 Program Sponsors

The Columbia Choral Society gratefully acknowledges the support of the following
individuals, corporations and foundations:

Patron Friends
William E. and Julia M. Bussell, 1lI Karin Culp
John W. and Kathy L. Chapman Karl B. and Kelli G. Maddox

Connor Mehaffey
Tim Wert

™
Become a Sponsor of the Columbia Choral
s—% Society

As a sponsor, you’re supporting the Columbia Choral Society, the Guthrie Darr Young Artist

Scholarship Program, and our efforts to encourage young vocal artists in our community.

Fortissimo Arts Partner - $2,000+ 10 Tickets
Conductor's Circle - S500 - $1,999 8 Tickets
Choral Sponsor - $250 - $499 6 Tickets
Sustaining Member - $100 - $249 4 Tickets
Patron Member - $50 - S99 2 Tickets
Friend - under $50
Checks can be mailed to: Columbia Choral Society, P. O. Box 5563 Columbia, SC 29250-5563
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Guthrie Darr Young Artist Scholarship Winners

On March 25, the Columbia Choral Society hosted its annual Guthrie Darr Young
Artist Scholarship competition. The scholarship is typically awarded to one out-
standing young student vocalist who resides in Richland or Lexington Counties
and is enrolled in high school grades 10-12, or in an equivalent home-schooled
program. The scholarship exists to encourage and support young artists who are
interested in studying voice privately. In 2024, we had two scholarship winners,
Elliana Christensen and Jasmine Johnson. Each student was awarded $500 toward

voice lessons.

Elliana Christensen is a homeschooled senior.
For the audition she performed “Laudate
Dominum” by Mozart and “Give Me Jesus” by
Mark Hayes. Ellie would like to use her music in
the area of music ministry and to help children
through music therapy. She would like to honor
the Lord through the gifts He has given her.
Ellie’s instructor, Alison Branham, says, “Anyone
who has the privilege of meeting her knows her
love for Jesus, and her desire to help others
through the beauty and gift of music.”




Guthrie Darr Young Artist Scholarship Winners

Jasmine Johnson is a student at Covenant
Classical Christian School in grade ten.

She performed “Gia il Sole dal Gange” by
Alessandro Scarlatti and “Let the Bright
Seraphim” from Samson by George Frederick
Handel. Jasmine’s biggest dream is to be a
singer/songwriter as a way to express herself
and her faith in the Lord. Deborah Saverance,
Jasmine’s instructor, says that “Jasmine John-
son possesses a beautiful, clear and yet warm
voice and is very eager to grow and learn.”




Columbia Choral Society Members

Soprano |

Suzanne Amaral

Patricia Blackwell

Elizabeth Neff Cahill (BJ)

Rebekka Candillo
Christine Counts-Davis
Stefanie Fuller
Suzanne Fuller
Hinde Garrison
Sara Walden Hanna
Haley Holm
Anna Jiang
Martha McConnell

Alexis Mehaffey

Soprano Il
Candace Ballentine
Jerryana Birch-Bibiloni
Valerie Camardo-Krupp
Melinda Crenshaw
Karin Culp
Iman Davis
Ashley Downs
Catherine Keyser
Wendy Koehler
Audrey Korsgaard
Carolyn V. Lancaster
Julie Lumpkin
Maren MacConnell
Delia Mears
Linda Mooney
Jeannie Thomas
Brie White

Alto |

Pamela Bond
Julie Bussells
Meggan Candillo
Michele Culbreath
Judy Doudoukjian
Katherine Ellstrom
Kelly Ginder
Rosalee Goley
Nzisa Mutinga
Robin Price
Robin Sisco

Peg Taylor

Donna Thompson

Alto Il
Darcy Anderson
Kathy Biron-Brooks
Nancy Gibbons
Susan Jennings
Celina Linares
Linda Shealy
Suzanne Sloan
Page Sundby
Diane Westmoreland
Catie Young

Tenor

Nikki Anderson
Joseph Birch
Jonathan Bock
Drew Bozard
Eddie Hess
Charles Huff
Ryan Poole
David Roof
Chuck Roundy
Richard Schulz
Brian Smith
Charlotte Steele
Mike Taylor

Charles Walvoord

Bass
William Bussells, Il
Rick Gibbons
Pete Gram
Brock Henderson
John Magill
Connor Mehaffey
Anthony Porter
David Skinner
Geoffrey Steele
James Thompson
Tim Wert



Instrumentalists

Ashley Horvat

Ying Liao

Cynthia Hopkins

Claire Compton

Emily Schweickert

Matthew Jones

Violin

Cello

Flute

Oboe

Horn

Percussion



Columbia Choral Society

Spring 2024 Concert Program

Dr. Elizabeth M. Mears, Artistic Director
Allison Hilbish, Accompanist

Anthems of Love
By Dan Forrest

Give Me Jesus
Elliana Christensen, Guthrie Darr Scholarship Winner

Let the Bright Seraphim

Jasmine Johnson, Guthrie Darr Scholarship Winner

Requiem For The Living
By Dan Forrest

1. Introit - Kyrie

2. Vanitas Vanitatum
3. Agnus Dei

4. Sanctus

5. Lux Aeterna
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Program Notes, Lyrics and Translations

Anthems of Love

Dan Forrest

Dan Forrest has established himself as a renown composer. His choral works have received nu-
merous awards and distinctions, have been premiered in major venues around the world, and
have been featured on national radio and TV broadcasts. Forrest’s Anthem of Love is a setting
of Susan Boersma’s text based on Zephaniah 3:17. This joyful anthem has been performed nu-
merous times for worship services, festivals, and concerts.

Around us the sound of celestial music,
anthems of love from the heavenly throne;
The Father Himself singing over His children,

His love song a gift that He sings to His own.

Sing to the Lord, with a song give Him glory,
Heaven will hear and will join in our praise.
The Father Himself singing over His children,

taking delight in the anthems we raise.

Sing with the sun as it rises each morning
melody, harmony, lighting the day.
Sing through the night, with the moon and stars shining.

hymns of deliverance, pardon and grace.

Echoes of love coming down from the Father,
echoes of love that we lift to His throne.
Sing to the Lord, with a song give Him glory.
Heaven will hear and will join in our praise.
The Father Himself singing over His children,
taking delight in the anthems we raise.
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Program Notes, Lyrics and Translations

Requiem for the Living

Dan Forrest (b. 1978)

A Requiem, at its core, is a prayer for rest - traditionally, for the deceased. The five move-
ments of Dan Forrest's Requiem for the Living, (2013), however, form a narrative just as much
for the living, and their own struggle with pain and sorrow, as for the dead. The opening
movement sets the traditional Introit and Kyrie texts - pleas for rest and mercy - using ever-
increasing elaborations on a simple three-note descending motive. The second movement,
instead of the traditional Dies Irae, sets Scriptural texts that speak of the turmoil and sorrow
which face humanity, while yet invoking musical and textual allusions to the Dies Irae. This
movement juxtaposes aggressive rhythmic gestures with long, floating melodic lines, includ-
ing quotes of the Kyrie from the first movement. The Agnus Dei is performed next (a depar-
ture from the usual liturgical order) as a plea for deliverance and peace; the Sanctus, follow-
ing it, becomes a response to this redemption. The Sanctus offers three different glimpses of
the "heavens and earth, full of Thy glory", all of which develop the same musical motive: an
ethereal opening section inspired by images of space from the Hubble Space Telescope, a stir-
ring middle section inspired by images of our own planet as viewed from the International
Space Station, and a closing section which brings the listener down to Earth, where cities
teem with the energy of humanity. The Lux Aeterna which then closes the work portrays light,
peace, and rest - for both the deceased and the living.

Dan Forrest-edited

Note: In some cases, the traditional texts have been re-arranged slightly. Some extra-liturgical texts have
been interpolated, and the traditional Dies Irae has been replaced by a biting essay on the vanity and pain of
existence. The two movements which then follow have been inverted from their usual order: the Agnus Dei is
offered as a prayer to the Lamb of God for an answer to pain and sorrow, and the Sanctus then follows as an

awe-inspired response.
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Program Notes, Lyrics and Translations

1. Introit — Kyrie

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis.
Exaudi orationem meam, ad te omnis caro veniet.
Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Hear my prayer, for unto Thee all flesh shall come.
Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord have mercy.

2. Vanitas Vanitatum

Vanitas vanitatum, omnia vanitas!
Pie Jesu Domine, dona eis requiem. Lacrimosa,
et locutus est, pereat dies in qua natus sum.

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity! (from Ecclesiastes)

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant them rest.

Full of tears, (from the Dies Irae)

he said, Let the day perish wherein | was born. (from Job 3:2-3)

3. Agnus Dei

(Soloist: Jeannie Thomas - Columbia)
(Soloist: Judy Doudoukjian - Charleston)

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis, dona eis requiem.

(Soloist: Jerry Birch-Bibiloni - Columbia)
(Soloist: Jeannie Thomas - Charleston)

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem, miserere nobis, dona eis requi-

em.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; grant them rest.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace; have mercy on us;

grant them rest.
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Program Notes, Lyrics and Translations

4. Sanctus

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis!

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna in the highest!

5. Lux Aeterna

(Soloist: Catie Young—Columbia)
(Soloist: Stefanie Fuller—Charleston)

Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine:
Cum sanctis tuis in aeternum: quia Pius es.

Et lux perpetua luceat eis.

May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord, in the company of Thy saints forever: for Thou art
merciful. Let perpetual light shine on them.

(Soloist: Ryan Poole)

Come unto me, all ye who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
(Matthew 11:28)

(Soloist: Rebekka Candillo)
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Dona nobis pacem.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. Grant us
peace.
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History of the Columbia Choral Society

In 1930, a community chorus contest was held in Columbia as part of the annual Community
Chest Drive. The winning chorus organized as the Shandon Choral Society which later became
the Columbia Choral Society. The purpose of the organization then, as now, was to stimulate
and broaden interest in musical activities and to actively engage in the performance of choral

music.

The first director was Leonard C. Moltz. In 1949, Dr. Guthrie Darr, who had come to Columbia
to accept a position with Columbia College, became the director of the Columbia Choral Soci-
ety. Dr. Darr served as director for 40 years and in 1990, at his retirement, was named Director
Emeritus.

Throughout its history, the Columbia Choral Society has performed with a long list of accom-
plished organizations, including the SC Philharmonic Orchestra, the Charleston Long Bay Sym-
phony, the University of South Carolina Symphony Orchestra, the Carolina Master Chorale, the
Charleston Symphony Chorus, the Bulgarian National Chorus, the West Yorkshire (England)
Chorus, the Sandlapper Singers, the Palmetto Mastersingers, the University of South Carolina
Concert Choir and University Chorus, Piccolo Spoleto in Charleston, and the Benedict Concert
Choir. In March 2024, the Columbia Choral Society combined with the Masterworks Choir
from Florence, SC to create a 140 voice choir for the performance of Mozart’s Requiem with
the South Carolina Philharmonic. The Choral Society has also made guest appearances at com-
munity events, including singing at the SC State Fair and Soda City, singing the National An-

them at Columbia Fireflies games, and caroling at Historic Columbia’s holiday tours.




Special Thanks

Centennial Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
Judy Doudoukjian, Choir Director and Organist, Centennial ARP Church
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church
Faculty and Staff of Allen University
The City of Columbia
South Carolina Arts Commission
The Ruth Camp Campbell Foundation
BlueCross and BlueShield of South Carolina
David Lowry
Doug and Janet Marks
David Watkins Il, CPA
Burt Pardue of Site-Image
Jack McKenzie
Dave Maxfield

Linda Salane
and

Our singers, advertisers, sponsors, patrons, board members, and

faithful audience for their continued support.
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SMILE COLUMBIA

DENTISTRY

690 Columbiana Dr., Suite A
Columbia, South Carolina 29212

Phone: 803-223-7655
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Celebrafing the High Value of
Choral Arts to Unite, Inspire, and
Upllfr the Human Spirit
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COASTAL SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

Beach Restoration e Coastal Structures e Coastal Erosion Assessments
160 Gills Creek Parkway, Columbia, SC = www.coastalscience.com ~ 803.799.8949

@
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Wayne M. Cannon 0.D., FA.O.O. AT
Brian W. Cannon, O.D. y L SﬂanDQn

Kathleen Purcell Cannon, O.D.

Reverend D. Edwin Huss, Jr.

7323 C0||ege St. Minister of Music & Arts

Irmo, SC 29063 Deborah K. Bauer
Phone: (803)750-6600 Organist and Music Associate
Fax: (803)750-6601

Website: www.drseyecare.com/ shandonume.org

Email: drseyecare7499@yahoo.com

——. |
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SHAKESPEARE.

A Jadex Inc. Company

Shakespeare Company, LLC is a leading manufacturer of engi-
neered nylons, performance monofilaments, conductive fibers,
lawn and garden products, and specialty antennas. Headquar-
tered in Richland County since 1956, Shakespeare is a values-
driven company that strives to be community conscious, positive-
ly impactful, and supportive of local charitable programs and or-
ganizations. Each year, Shakespeare employees elect payroll de-
ductions to financially support the American Heart Association,
Hope and Freedom Charity, United Way, and the Make-a-Wish
Foundation. In addition, employees participate in various volun-
teering initiatives including back-to-school drives, food pantry
drives, and community beautification efforts.

Shakespeare is proud to make a generous donation to the Colum-
bia Choral Society in sponsorship of the November 5th Leaving a
Legacy concert; glad to be a part of sharing the Gospel Mass and
other master choral works; and hopeful this concert will honor
the memory of Shakespeare employee, Mr. Kevin Smalls and his
love of gospel music.
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EdwardJones > edwardiones.com |vember sic

Proud to show our appreciation
for the Columbia Choral Society

For more information,contact

your Edward Jones Financial Advisor

Edward Jones cannot accept gift cards, cash
or checks as donations.

Neil H Stalker, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

921 12th Street

P O Box 2131

West Columbia, SC 29171
803-791-7745
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Che T State

Part of the McClatchy Media

Proud sponsor of Columbia Choral
Society in their 92nd season.

Breaking News, Sports &
Entertainment.
Z
Serving the
Midlands
and beyond.

Print and Digital Advertising
Contact Jason Stegall
803-629-2423
jstegall@mcclatchy.com

www.thestate.com
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YOUR FAMILY PHARMACY
“Just What the Doctor Ordered”

(803) 794-4840 Phone

1239 “D” Avenue
West Columbia, S.C. 29169

www.TrianglePharmacySC.com




Contact Us Today!
(803) 732-9119 | WWW.WREALTYSC.COM

WE @ THE COLUMBIA CHORAL SOCIETY

Find out what
your home is
worth!
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« Smocking

« Alterations
« Baby Clothes/

maternity
« Scrubs
« ASKUS! We like a
37 7 challenge. ‘ -
g; . Accepted: h‘A,-—’J
7 Cash/check/PayPal, and Venmo x\}‘“ﬁ:

Neckties and Bowties

Alexandria B. Skinner, Attorney

Estate Planning, Probate, Elder and Famuly Law

Proudly supports the
Columbia Choral Society!

Phone: (803) 414-0185 Website: www.xanskinner.com

Email: Peacewrkr({@gmail.com
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3 Eat at Gio’s
ﬁ Try owr house-made el and eny :
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[L GIORGICORE

ﬁ pizzeria~wine bar

3

2

2406 Devine St, Columbiav (803)521-5063 g
%)

www. dgiorgione.com
Repairs for Bags, Belts, 5-m~'
Boots, Laces & Shoes ﬁir
Mark is a 2nd generation Master
Craftsman! Bring your cherished The South Carolina State Fair
items in and see how he can assist. is a proud supporter of the

Columbia Choral Society

COLUMBIA
CHORAL
SOCIETY

Happy shoes. Happy Feet. Happy you!
Granby Village Shopping Center :
1505 Charleston Highway r—_«
West Columbia, SC 29169 | [I'
803-794-9872

n SCStateFair.org
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Do you have a business or special event?

The Columbia Choral Society would appreciate your support by advertising in our

concert program. Ads are published in both the fall and spring concert programs.

A full-page ad is $200 | Each half-page ad is $100 | Quarter-page ads are $50

Complimentary tickets are provided to advertisers. The quantity of tickets de-

pends on the advertising dollars spent. Ask a Columbia Choral Society member

for more details.

EARTH
FARE®

Your Healthy Supermarket
Santh Fare Calumbia

3312-B Devine. St. Columbia, SC 29206
Store Hours: 8 AM -

9 PM, Everyday

The broodest
assortmeant of fresh, ) Over 176
Bince 1975, our hove d s to provid horeat
Organic, and local intormatien sbect the food they buy That's why we decided tocleariystcte  MaItural and Organie
PRODUCE the foods and ingrediants you'll rever find in our stores — ingrediants that BULK FOODS
intho induatrv ore harmful and unhecithy to our bodies. They shouldn't be in eur bodies.

20 they're not en our shelves. plain ond simple

=Y
i

Sustoinahie ond abd
assortmant, secviced by o
knowlocigeabin Fshmonget
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WE PLEDGE OUR FOOD IS FREE OF:

« Added hormones
* Artificiol futs ond trone-fots

« High fructose com syrup
« Artificiol praservatives

Heme-style, fresh PREPARED FOODS

10 toks home or enjoy in owr Cofé

www.earthfare.com

Artificial sweateners
Bleached or bromated flour
Antibictics

Artificiol colors or flovars

that is never given
antibiotics or
added hormones




(803) 205-4139
allgoodbooks.com
Instagram: @all_good_books
Facebook: @All.Good.Books.SC

26



SINCE 1884
DUNBAR
FUNERAL HOME

We are committed to
accommodating families of
all belief systems and cultures
and dedicated to creating
personalized funerals that
deeply reflect the
uniqueness of a life.

3926 Devine Street 7600 Woodrow Street 4219 Hard Scrabble Road
Columbia, SC 29205 Irmo, SC 29063 Columbia, SC 29223
803-771-7990 803-732-2211 803-T88-6310

www.DunbarFunerals.com



Columbia Choral Society

presents

Piccolo Spoleto

Circular Congregational Church
150 Meeting St, Charleston, SC
Sunday | June 9, 2024 | 3:30 PM



Fall of 2024

Columbia Choral Society

Presents

Of Rith and Rin

Famous Composers and Their Siblings
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learn about upcoming concert dates.
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Board Members & Chorus Officers

Columbia Choral Society Board Members Chorus Officers

David B. Skinner, Chairperson Christine Counts-Davis, President
Donna Thompson, Immediate Past Chair Celina Linares, Secretary
Elizabeth M. Mears, Artistic Director James E. Thompson, Treasurer

David J. Watkins Il, Treasurer
Christine Counts-Davis

Kay Gaffney

Susan Jennings

Celina Linares
Richard M. Schulz
James E. Thompson

Would you like to support the Columbia Choral Society
by donating today? You can use this QR code to do-
nate to the Columbia Choral Society.

- , e
[m] i (]
Interested in joining the Columbia Choral Society? . -

For information on auditioning, visit:

www.columbiachoralsociety.org/joinus/

CNLEIM A
CTHIHRAL
SCIETY

Or scan this QR code to visit our home page.
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RIDERS
STANDING FOR THOSE
WHO STOOD FOR US

www.patriotguard.org

Patriot Guard Riders of South Carolina

*

The Patriot Guard Riders is a 100% Volunteer, Federally
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization which ensures
dignity and respect at memorial services honoring

Fallen Military Heroes, First Responders and honorably
discharged Veterans.

Membership Requirements: Anyone and everyone can join
And stand with us. You don’t need to be a veteran, and you
don’t need to ride a bike. All you need is respect for our
military, veterans, and first responders; and desire to

show that respect to them and their families. To join
simply go to the website above and sign up for Free. No
Membership dues and No Meetings.

In addition to the website, for more information email:
southcarolina@patriotguard.org
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THIS ORGANIZATION IS FUNDED IN PART BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA ARTS COMMISSION,
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